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During the 2003-2004 legislative session, 317 bills passed both
houses of the legislature and were signed into law. Another 52 bills
passed the legislature but were vetoed by the Governor. Overall, it
was a very successful session for the business agenda. Highlights
include significant business tax cuts, comprehensive regulatory
reform, incentives, for venture capital investment, and many other
pro-business bills aimed at improving the business climate in
Wisconsin.

The information recorded here covers 17 voles in the Senate and 17
votes in the Assembly on key business-related legislation. To make
this legislative record valuable to business people, we have
eliminated partisan posturing and have chosen the vote most cructal
to a bill's fate. We have not weighted these issues because we
recognize that particular issues are more important to some
members than others.

in the SENATE

Assembly Bill 2
Wage Lien
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: Venture capital is an important component of

initiating and sustaining business development in Wisconsin. AB 2
“caps" the amount of an employee's wage lien that is given

priority over the liens of lenders. This bill will encourage the
investment of venture capital in start-up businesses, as well as in
situations where an on-going business operation experiences
financial difficulty.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 63.

Assembly Bill 507
Sales Tax Exemption for Manufacturers
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: AB 507 converts the corporate income tax credit for
the sales tax paid on fuel and electricity used in the manufacturing
process to a sales tax exemption beginning with tax year 2006.
Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 99.

Assembly Bill 508
Tax Credit Carry-Forwards
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: AB 508 allows corporate income tax credits for sales
tax paid on fuel and electricity used in manufacturing to be carried
forward up to 20 years.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 267.

Assembly Bill 633
Minimum Wage
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: This bill preempts local units of government from
enacting their own minimum wage laws. Municipalities in
Wisconsin are currently considering enacting local minimum
wage/living wage ordinances at levels higher than the current
state or federal minimum wage/living wage rates. Increasing the
minimum wage has a demonstrable negative impact on the
availability of jobs for low skilled and entry level workers.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by Governor.

Assembly Bill 655
Regulatory Reform/Job Creation Act
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: AB 655 is an omnibus regulatory reform bill that focuses on
permit streamlining and agency accountability, without compromising
Wisconsin’s long tradition of environmental stewardship. Based on
recommendations from a broad business coalition and refined through
negotiations with the Doyle Administration, the bill includes sweeping
reforms of regulations regarding Rulemaking Procedures (Chapter 227),
Air Management (Chapter 285) and Navigable Waters (Chapter 30).
Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 118.
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Assembly Bill 669
Worker's Compensation Reform
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: WMC participates in the Worker’s Compensation
Advisory Council, the body that develops and proposes legislative
reforms to the Wisconsin worker's compensation system. AB 661
made modest revisions to the formula through which employers and
insurers can challenge the reasonableness of health care fee
charges for worker’s compensation health care treatment.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 144.

Assembly Bill 859
Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership
The vote recorded is for Senate concurrence.

Description: This bill provides $750,000 annually to fund the
Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership.
Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 256.

Senate Bill 44
Property Tax Freeze
The vote recorded is for partial veto override.

Description: The Legislature adopted an amendment to the state
budget that would impose a three-year property tax freeze on
schools, counties and municipalities with a provision to allow for the
collection of additional revenues due to new construction.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed out of the Budget Bill by the
Governor.

Senate Bill 49
Expert Witness
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This bill would establish clear standards for expert
testimony in court proceedings. This legislation would adopt the
same fair standards in Wisconsin that are already used in the
Federal courts and the courts in 37 other states.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Senate Bill 113
Energy Cost and Impact Statements
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation requires the Public Service
Commission (PSC) to provide energy impact statements pertaining
to certain proposed bills and administrative rules, helping the
Legislature to make more informed decisions regarding bills and
rules that will affect the cost and reliability of energy.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 277.

Senate Bill 197
Single Sales Factor
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This bill adopts single sales factor corporate income
tax apportionment in Wisconsin. This means multi-state
corporations will be taxed based only on sales instead of the current
combination of sales, property and payroll. lt will reduce corporate
income taxes by more than $50 million per year.

Status: Passed both houses: signed into law as WI Act 37.

Senate Bill 261
Capital Formation
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation creates an angel tax credit (%30
million), early stage seed fund ($35 million), and technology
commercialization grant and loan program ($2.6 million per year).
These tax credits and grants are designed to stimulate investment
in start-up companies in Wisconsin.

Status: Passed both houses: signed into law as WI Act 255.

Senate Bill 300
Electric Generating Facility Construction
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation reforms regulation and streamlines the
process by which transmission lines and power plants are sited.
These changes will make it easier to site and construct needed
transmission and generating facilities in Wisconsin.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as Wi Act 89.



Senate Bill 322
Employee Health Insurance Premium Withholding
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation allows employees without access to

employer-paid health care benefits to more easily pay for coverage.

If an employer cannot afford to offer health care benefits and its
employees, who on their own purchase such coverage, the
employer may facilitate the paying of premiums.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Senate Bill 340
Unemployment Insurance Reform
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: WMC participates in the Unemployment Insurance
Advisory Council, the body that develops and proposes legislative
reforms to the Wisconsin Unemployment Insurance (Ul) system.
SB 340 increases the number of work searches that Ul claimants
must conduct each week, and clarifies the rules governing tax
successorship where businesses are sold.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 197.

Senate Bill 372
Patient Health Care Records
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation harmonizes state law with federal law
regarding the release of patient health care records. This will help
ensure the timely exchange of health care information, and reduce
health care costs.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as Wi Act 281.

Senate Joint Resolution 15
2/3 Vote for Tax Increases
The vote recorded is for adoption.

Description: SJR 15 requires a two-thirds vote by the Legislature to
increase a sales tax, individual income tax or corporate income tax
rate, or expand the tax base.

Status: Passed Senate; failed to pass Assembly.
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in the ASSEMBLY

Assembly Bill 2
Wage Lien
The vote recorded is to concur on the Senate amendment.

Description: Venture capital is an important component of

initiating and sustaining business development in Wisconsin. AB 2
"caps" the amount of an employee's wage lien that is given

priority over the liens of lenders. This bill will encourage the
investment of venture capital in start-up businesses, as well as in
situations where an on-going business operation experiences
financial difficulty.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 99.

Assembly Bill 228
Environmental Audit
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: AB 228 encourages businesses to conduct
environmental performance evaluations (audits) by providing limited
liability protections, including immunity, in cases where companies
agree to address problems an evaluation uncovers. This bill also
rewards companies that move beyond environmental compliance by
including most of the DNR's "Green Tier" initiative, including the
incentives provided at each level.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Assembly Bill 466
Property Tax Freeze
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This bill would have imposed a three-year property tax
freeze on schools, counties, and municipalities, with a provision to
allow for the collection of additional revenues due to new
construction.

Status: Passed Assembly; died in Senate.

Assembly Bill 507
Sales Tax Exemption for Manufacturers
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This bill converts the corporate income tax credit for
the sales tax paid on fuel and electricity used in the manufacturing
process to a sales tax exemption beginning with tax year 2006.
Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as Wi Act 99.

Assembly Bill 508
Tax Credit Carry-Forwards
The vote is recorded is for passage.

Description: AB 508 allows corporate income tax credits for sales
tax paid on fuel and electricity used in manufacturing to be carried
forward up to 20 years.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 267.

Assembly Bill 598
Mediation Arbitration
The vote is recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation provides flexibility for municipalities to
contract out for government services and consolidate services in
order to improve efficiency and reduce the cost of local government.
Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Assembly Bill 633
Minimum Wage
The vote recorded here is for passage.

Description: This bill preempts local units of government from
enacting their own minimum wage laws. Municipalities in
Wisconsin are currently considering enacting local minimum
wage/living wage ordinances at levels higher than the current
state or federal minimum wage/living wage rates. Increasing the
minimum wage has a demonstrable negative impact on the
availability of jobs for low skilled and entry level workers.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.



Assembly Bill 655
Job Creation Act
The vote recorded is for passage

Description: AB 655 is an omnibus regulatory reform bill that
focuses on permit streamlining and agency accountability, without
compromising Wisconsin’s long tradition of environmental
stewardship. Based on recommendations from a broad business
coalition and refined through negotiations with the Doyle
Administration, the bill includes sweeping reforms of regulations
regarding Rulemaking Procedures (Chapter 227), Air Management
(Chapter 285) and Navigable Waters (Chapter 30).

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 118.

Assembly Bill 727
Patient Health Care Records
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This legislation harmonizes state law with federal law
regarding the release of patient health care records. This will help
ensure the timely exchange of health care information, and reduce
health care costs.

Status: Passed in Assembly; died in Senate.

Assembly Bill 859
WMEP Funding
The vote recorded is for passage.

Description: This bill provides $750,000 annually to fund the
Wisconsin Manufacturing Extension Partnership.
Status: Passed both houses; partial veto by the Governor.

Senate Bill 49
Expert Witness
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This bill would establish clear standards for expert
testimony in court proceedings. This legislation would adopt the
same fair standards in Wisconsin that are already used in the
Federal courts and the courts in 37 other states.

Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Senate Bill 197
Single Sales Factor
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This bill adopts single sales factor corporate income
tax apportionment in Wisconsin. This means multi-state
corporations will be taxed based only on sales instead of the current
combination of sales, property and payroll. It will reduce corporate
income taxes by more than $50 million per year.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 37.

Senate Bill 261
Capital Formation
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This legislation creates an angel tax credit ($30
million), early stage seed fund ($35 million), and technology
commercialization grant and loan program ($2.6 million per year).
These tax credits and grants are designed to stimulate investment
in start-up companies in Wisconsin.

Status: Passed both houses; awaiting Governor’s action.

Senate Bill 300
Utility Streamlining
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This legislation reforms regulation and streamlines the
process by which transmission lines and power plants are sited.
These changes will make it easier to site and construct needed
transmission and generating facilities in Wisconsin.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 89.
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Senate Bill 305
Tax Incremental Financing
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This legislation makes technical and policy
changes in the tax incremental financing program based in part
on the recommendations of the Governor's December 2000
working group on tax incremental finance, authorizing certain
counties to create tax incremental financing districts, and making
a modification to the environmental remediation tax incremental
financing program.

Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 126.

Senate Bill 322
Health Insurance
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: This legislation allows employees without access to
employer-paid health care benefits to more easily pay for
coverage. if an employer cannot afford to offer health care
benefits and i#s-employees, who on their own purchase such
coverage, the employer may facilitate the paying of premiums.
Status: Passed both houses; vetoed by the Governor.

Senate Bill 340
Unemployment Insurance Reform
The vote recorded is for Assembly concurrence.

Description: WMC participates in the Unemployment Insurance
Advisory Council, the body that develops and proposes
legislative reforms to the Wisconsin Unemployment Insurance
system. SB 340 increases the number of work searches that Ul
claimants must conduct each week, and clarifies the rules
governing tax successorship where businesses are sold.
Status: Passed both houses; signed into law as WI Act 197.
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AB 228
Env.
Audits

AB 466
Property

Freeze

AB 507
Sales Tax
Exemption

AB 508
Tax
Credits
|Forwarded|

AB 598
Mediation
Arbitration

AB 633
Minimum
Wage

AB 655
Job
Creation
Act

AB 727
Patient
Health

Records

AB 859
WMEP
Funding

SB 49

Expert
Witness

SB 197
Single

Sales |Formation {Streamlining]Incremental

Factor

SB 261
Capital

SB 300
Utility

SB 305
Tax

Financing

SB 322
Health

SB 340

Reform

[Preferred Position:

Y

<

<

{Loeffelholz, Gabe (R)
Assembly District 49

v

100%

Lothian, Thomas (R)
Assembly District 32

€ [€ |=

€ |€ |=

100%

McCormick, Tem (R}
Assembly District 56

100%

Mever, Dan (R}
Assembly District 34

100%

Miller, Mark (D)
Assembly District 48

X |€ |€|€ [€ (=

X [€|<

24%

Molepske, Louis(D}
Assembly District 71

¥

40%

Montaomery, Phil (R}
Assembly District 4

100%

Morris, Johnnie (D)
Assembly District 11

25%

Musser. Terry (R)
Assembly District 92

94%

Nass, Stephen (R)
* |Assembly District 31

100%

Nischke, Ann (R}
Assembly District 97

100%

Olsen, Luther (R
Assembly District 41

100%

Ott, Alvin (R
Assembly District 3

100%

Owens, Carcl(R)
Assembly District 53

100%

Petrowski, Jemy (R)
Assembly District 86

88%

Pettis, Mark (R}
Assembly District 28

94%

Plouff, Joe (D)
Assembly District 29

29%

Pocan, Mark (D)
Assembly District 78

12%

Pope-
Roberts, Sondy (D
Assembly District 79

X [ X[€ |€|€|€[€[€|€[€|€|€|€|€[X|€[€|€|€ |

X X X € [€ |€ [€ |[€ [€ [€ |[€ [X |€ X [X € [€ |€ [

€ € £ € € € € |€ € € |€ € (€ |[€ € £ € € (€

35%

Powers, Mike (R
Assembly District 80

<

<

100%

Rhoades, Kitty (R
Assembly District 30

<

<

<

94%

Richards, Jon (D)
Assembly District 19

X[ € |€[X [ X|X|[€|€[€|€ €| €[ €[€[|X|[€[X|X|[€]|€[€[€|=
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AB 2
Wage

AB 228

Audits

AB 466
Property
Tax

Freeze

AB 507
Sales Tax
Exemption

AB3508
Tax
Credits
|Forwarded|

AB 598
Mediation
Arbitration

AB 633

Minimum |

Wage

AB 655
Job
Creation
Act

AB 727
Patient
Health

Records

AB 859
WMEP
Funding

SB 49
Expert
Witness

SB 197
Single

Factor

SB 261
Capital
=

SB 300
- Utility
Streamlining

SB 305
Tax

Incremental {Insurance

Financing

SB 322
Health

SB 340
10)§
Reform

Preferred Position:

Y

<

Y

<

<

Score

Schneider, Marlin (D)
Assembly District 72

X

v

41%

Schooff,_Dan (D}
Assembly District 45

v

53%

Seratti, Lorraine (R}
Assembly District 36

100%

Sherman, Gary (D)
Assembly District 74

X

41%

Shilling, Jenniter (D)
Assembly District 95

X X |€ X |X <

€ |€ |€ [€ € |=

C | X |[€ (€ [€|<

63%

Sinicki, Christine (D)
Assembly District 20

50%

Staskunas, Tony (D)
Assembly District 15

65%

Steinbrink, John (D)
Assembly District 65

53%

Stone, Jef'f(R)_
Assembly District 82

C|C (X [€ X |€ |€|X|[X|<

€ | X [ X

€ |€ |«

100%

uder, Sco
Assembly District 69

93%

Taylor, Lena (D
Assembly District 18

X

X € [€ | X|€ |€|X[X|[€ |X|[X]|=<
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X
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<
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41%

Toles, Barbara (D}
Assembly District 17

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

»

*

*

50%

Towns, Debi
Assembly District 43

<

100%

|Townsend, John (R)
Assembly District 52

100%

Travis, David (D)
Assembly District 81

18%

Tumer. Robert (D}
Assembly District 61

41%

Underheim, Gregg (R}
|Assembly District 54

CIX (X |€|€[|X([X[€|€<|X (XX

94%

Assembly District 26

Van Akkeren, Terry (D)

56%

Van Roy, Kar (R}
Assembly District 90

C|€ (€ [X|X € |<

100%

Vrakas, Daniel (R)
Assembly District 33

n

100%

Vriuwink, Amy (D)
Assembly District 70

47%

Vukmir,_Leah (R)
Assembly District 14
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AB2
Wage
Lien

AB466 | AB507 | ABS08 | AB598 | AB633 | ABGSS | AB727 | AB859 | SB49 [SB197 | SB261 | SB300 | SB305 | SB322 |SB 340

Property | SalesTax | Tax |Medistion |Minimum| Job | Patient | WMEP | Expert | Single | Capital | Utility Tax Health | UI
Tax  |Exemption| Credits fArbitration| Wage |Creation | Health |Funding | Witness | Sales [Formation|Streamiining [incremental Insurance | Reform
Freeze Forwarded Act Financing

<
=<
~£

Prefemed Position: Score

Ward, David (R)

Assembly District 37 100%

Wasserman, Sheldon (D)

Assembly District 22 9

Weber, Becky (R)

|Assembly District 5 100%

A YR YANAS
€| €€ | € |<

Wieckert, Steve (R)

\Assembly District 57 100%

'Williams, Annette (D)
Assembly District 10

31%

Williams, Mary (R)

Assembly District 87 88%

Wood, Jeffrey (R)

Assembly District 67 94%

Wood, Wayne (D)
Assembly District 44

X | <[« [X| €| €]|]< [

50%

Youn D

Assembly District 16 31%

Zepnick, Josh (D)

Assembly District 9 40%

X [X || €[€|X]| €| €[X|<€ < E%‘E

C/X | X (X | €|€ | X[ €| €[X |« |<
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x[% % % | <|< x| <|<[x|<|<Eg
€/€ |€ [€ | €|€C |[€ | €| €| [€ [<

(X | X | X| €<
€IX X | €| €<

Ziegelbauer, Bob (D)

Assembly District 25 88%

XX X |IX| €/€ [X| <] €|X |€ |<
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< |X

Key:

v Supported

X Opposed

- Absent

* Not yet in office

= Paired for or paired against
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